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1f we have long delayed to direct the attention
of our readers to this latest production of M. px
*TOCQUEVILLE, it has only been because we laid. it
aside for a more careful perusal than we could find
time to give it immediately on its first
in France. Whatever proceeds from the philoso-
phical pen of this distinguished publicist and states-
man (for a statesman he is in the truest sense of the
term) deserves something more than that fugitive
reading which, in this day of multitudinous issues
from the ing press, is the most that can be
awarded to much the | ion of what it was
once fashionable to call the ¢literature of the
times.” And M. p& TooQuEvILLE has a special
claim upon the respectful attention and of
American readers; his great work on the present
attitude and inherent tendencies of «“ Democracy in
America” having shown him to be a critic of our
institations no less candid than profound in the fine
analysis to which he subjected them during his tour
of personal observation in this country, now many
years ago, and since which time the progress of
litical development among us has confirmed the sa-
gacity of his judgment by converting many of his
auguries into accomplished facts. :

The present work does mot profess to tell the
story of the French Revolution. Tt undertakes to
perform a much more difficult and, for the ends of
philosophical histery, a much more useful task, by
seeking rather to pemetrate and disclose the very
heart of the ancien régime, which contained, as in
sn envelope, the influencing agencies which gave to
event its peculiar character, and have in-
ith-such disastroys lustre. ‘And we ha-

ing in saying that he who remains igno-
of the important facts and conclusions con-
\ in M. de Toequeville’s treatise, and which
now for the first time brought to light, must
ever lack some of the most weighty elements for
the formation of a correct judgment in the mat-
ter both of the causes and effects of that far-re-
mnding cataclysm. Here, for the first time,
will be found an exposition (the resnlt of wide ori-
ginal research as well as remarkable sagacity) of
the moral, social, and political antecedents and con-
sequents of a civil convulsion which, though ga-
thering blackness at the same time throughout
nearly the whole of Europe, first burst forth in
France with all its fary, where indeed it was the
nataral offspring of the very society it was destined
to destroy; but in destroying which it left in full
force and efficacy many of the odious institutes
that gave it birth.

It is this latter branch of the inquiry which has
evidently afforded the writer his strongest incentive
to the composition of the present work. Standing |,
as he does at the head of that small but intrepid
band of French Constitutionalists in whom no ad-
versity seems to quench the ardor of their deve-
tion to civil liberty, and whose faith in its final
acceptance by France seems quite equal, in its firm-
ness and simplicity, to that by which the « elders”
of biblical celebrity have  obtained a good report,”
M. de Toequeville, so far from groping among the
ruins of the past with a musty enthusiassm which
bespeaks the antiquary, has rather turned his inves-
tigations to the illustration of facts and principles
which are even now incarnated in the very body
and organism of Imperial France under his Majesty
Napoleon ITI. Indeed, at a time when it has been
s0 common for prints like La Presse and La Patrie
to receive the censorial avertissement for their
hardihood in presuming to criticise the measures or
policy of the Emperor, we have been not a little
surprised to find that a publishing house in Paris
has not scrupled to put its imprint to a volume
which certainly contains more of direet and covert
assault upon the maxims of the established régime
in France than has ever been adventured by the most
liberal argans of public opinion since the re-estab-
lishment of the Napoleonic dynasty. His Imperial
Majesty evidently stands more in awe of the news-
paper than of the philosophical treatise, and there-
fore allows the academician to indulge in a freedom
i which i wonld not be safe for
humbler journalist to imitate—a fact that sufficiently
indicates which of the two, in the estimation of the
Emperor, is endowed with the greater power in
gving shape and direction to public opinion in

rance.

the hope of force which is always
supplied by the popular sanction, the advantages which
absolute power alone can afford.”

To the same purport is the flowing :

the ridiculs of seeming not to see it.”
* Under the old monarchy, as at the present time,
* there was not a town, burgh, village, or hamlet, however
emall, in France, not a hospital, manufactory, convent,
or college, whish could exercise an independent will in
the management of its private affairs, or administer ac-
cording to iis judgment iis own peculiar property. Then,
a2 now, the Govesnment held all Frenchmen m ward, and,
if the insolemee of that term was not yet forthcoming,

the thing itself was already at hand.”

In commenting on the official privilege which the
ancient monarchy claimed for its subordinate fune-
tionaries, M. de Tocqueville does not hesitate to say

the evils of such irresponsibility in Govern-
2 agents still survive in fpuollll force :

“ The only essential difference between the two epochs
is this: before the revolution the Government could
shield its agents only by a reconrse to illegal and arhi-
trary measures, while since that time it has been legally
empowered to let them violate the laws.”

Who does not see the sardonic smile directed at
the Moniteur in the subjoined pregnant comment?

¢ The effort [to create an interesting n per from
the official reports of the intendasts spread thronghout the
departments ] seems to have met with small success, for
we soon learn from & ministerial missive that ¢ the King,
s:dnua sometimes to descend to

““': “h--g—d,"'k:.
.
men of the old

PO 1 as well by themselves as by others. M. de Tocque-

«luthiutic declaration of its last intentions.

% | nently epidemic in its maxims, and, not satisfied

them the greatest evil of obedience
us it ia the least. Let us not, then, despise
we have no right to do so. God
cover, wtih their prejudices and
measure of their grandeur.”

We have made these citations from M. de Tooque-
ville’s work fora double p they illus-
trate not only the free spirit in which it is writtar,
but serve also at the same time to indicate the great
central fact which, apart from these political innuen-
does, it aims to establish. That fact may be con-
d into the general statement that very many
of thoughts, sentiments, ideas, principles, and
habitudes of France, which have been fore
considered the peculiar offspring of the Revolution,
really plant their roots in the ancient monarchy,
insomuch that the France of the ancien régime is
much more like the France of the present day than
is commonly supposed. In a word, though the
French, by the Revolution of 1789, sought to fix a
ﬁm gulph between their present and their

they succeeded much less in that attempt than they
intended, and much less than is generally believed,
ville describes himself as more and more surprised
by the traces of this fact in proportion to the pro-
gress he made in unrolling the documents which
contain the story of the fallen dynasty and ancient
society of France. Making his researches in a
quarter heretofore neglected, he has been rewarded
for his patience and sagacity by the discovery of
historic truths which are as important in point of
fact as they are novel and striking in the conclu-
sions to which they lead. The m!;c;s upon which
he has drawn in t ion of the presgnt trea-
tise, and which hvappro so fertile of valuable
results to the canse of history, are thus stated in
the preface of the volume :

“1 have undertaken to reach the core of this state of
society under the old monarchy of France, which is still
so near us in the lapse of years, but concealed from us
by the Revolution.

““ For this purpose I have not only read over again the
celebrated books which the eighteenth century produc-
ed; I have also studied a multitude of works less known
and less werthy tn be known, but which, from the negli-
gence of their composition, disclose, perhaps even better
than more finished productions, the real instinets of the
time. I have applied myself to investigate thoroughly
all the public documenis by which the French may, at
the approach of the Revolution, have shown their opin-
ions and their tastes. The regular reports of the meet-
ings of the States, and subsequently of the Provincial
Assemblies, have supplied me with a large quni.il.y'if
evidence. I have especially made great use of the In:
structions drawn up by the Three Orders in 1789. These
Instructions, which form in original a long series of manu-
seript volumes, will remain as the testament of the old
sociejy of France, the supreme record of its wishes, the
Such a do-
cymdnt is unique in history. Yet this alone has mot
Satisfied me.

“In couniries in which the adminisirative Govern-
ment is already powerful there are few opinions, desires,
or sorrows ; there are few interests or ions which
are not sooner or later stripped bare before it. In the
archives of such a Government not only an exset notion
of its procedure may be acquired, but the whole country
is exhibited. Any stranger who should have access to
all the confidential correspondence of the Home Depart-
ment and the Prefectures of France would soon know
more about the French than they know themselves. In
the eighteenth century the administration of the coun-
try. as will be seen from this book, was highly céntral-
ized, very powerful, prodigiously active. It was inces-
santly aiding, preventing, permitting. It had much to
promise, much to give. Its influence was already felt
in a thousand ways, not only on the general conduet of
affairs, but on the condition of families and the private
life of every individual. Moreover, as this administra-
tion was without pablicity, men were not afraid to lay
bare before its eyes even their most secret infirmities. 1
have spent a great deal of time in studying what re-
mains of its proceedings, both at Paris and in several
provinces.

“There, as I expected, I have found the whole struc-
ture of the old monarchy u;:.lll in ui:luee, with its rol’;)ixs-
ions, its passions, its prejudices, and its usages. ere
every man spoke his mind and disclosed his innermost
thoughts. 1 have thus succeeded in uiring informa-
tion on the former state of society which those who lived
in it did not possess, for I had before me that which had
never been exposed te them.”

a few of the
in the

the first to
. French Revolution has m
with its echo, and yet, if we may j
contradictory judgments which Tlur‘:itup-nd
upon it, alike in its causes and effects, the real mean-
ing of the voice in which it has has never
Eb:n i ily i froom amid the
sounds that sccompanied it. And under
these circumstances it is that M. de Toequeville

F
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! answered it.

The writer ﬁumulderhk-lo show thatthet:
igi irit whi tly animated t
mﬁc’d\lﬁn‘m' was rileldn’ tal to it than
the primwm mobile of its activity. The Church
was assailed not so much as the pillar and ground
of Christian truth as because it had become, in
the popular mind, by reason of its proprietary
rights, its spiritual lords, its_tithe-collectors, azd
the host of its hi:leling retainers, ﬁtﬂel more or
better than and parcel of the * privi 8ys-
tem”’ on 'hJP:lll"the old society was based, n?::hich
the new fermentation of thought was aiming to ex-
plode, The Church had become aristocratic in its
cdnstitution and in its spirit, and therefore natu-
rally shared in-the odium that was direeted agninst

the very idea of all aristocracy.
The French Revolution differed from all others
in its expansive and diffusive spirit. It was emi-

with the establishment of Liberty in France,
sought to find a lodgment for that goddess through-
out the whole of Europe. And this complexion it took
not only from the aggressive character of its lead-
ers, but from the nature of the principlcs in whose
name the Revolution was preached. It considered
man in the abstract, and human rights in their me-
taphysical relations, apart from national limits or
national peculiarities. And herein also it took on
the form of a religious proselytism, and became in
fact a new evangel—a religion of humanityr, with-
out a God, without a divine worship, and without a
future life—a sort of political Mohammedanism, in-
undating the world with its soldiers, apostles, and
martyrs, and offering every where to popiiar-ac-
ceptance either the Koran of universal liberty or the
sword of a revolutionary dism.

The spread of its influence was greatly accelerated
by the condition of Europe at that date. During
the Middle the institutions and the maxims
of Feudalism were prevalent throughout the conti-
nent, and tended by their er atemporaneous pre-
sence to impress a striking uni. ormity on the people
of that time, without regard to pational distinetions.
From the fifteenth century these institutions were
smitten with decay, and as they declined the nucleus
of separate nationalities began to receive a distinet
form and each society and State the mean-
while teh.mml? more or less of the iﬂ:titutes lm}

inciples of Feudalism, according to the progress o

mnm change which was gradually Eut surely
transforming the face of Europe. d this
change was the first to be effected, h the outer
and exterior forms of its social and civil organiza-
tion were even less modiﬁed.thnhon t}lle eonﬁ:*a:lbt;
Equality in the presence of the law, liberty
press, ;’ubﬁeity of legislative debates, the right of

tation were all” principles unknown to the

ddle but the gradual introduction of which
into the civil polity of England wrought the over-
throw of F ism, while ing, as it were

embalmed, not a few of those outer embodimentsin

which the spirit of feudality had once resided.

E:sehr:d, in the sixteenth century, is a
s -

“T'he Revolution did not greatly add to the number

by which their infant were E is the
Revolution did for France, and it remains to show
why the work was accompli amid circumstances
which gave to it such a ghastly complexion and dis- p
astrous issue.

Fuedalism in France, as already intimated, had
stubbornly refused or blindly neglected to eonform
itself to ie new civilisation which was %ndually

evolving from the disintegrated elements of the me- 4
diseval social system. It still claimed to enjoy the

rights and immunities with which it had been im-

memorially invested, and recognised the change of
its position in the sphere of the State, only by re-

nouncing or evading the duties which had once re-

conciled the mntry to the mte.lnﬁ of their feu-

dal patrons. knight had doffed his coat-of-mail
and ceased longer to protect the peaceful burgher,
but he had not laid aside his fuedal pride, or omit-
ted to demand the exactions for which the peasant
received no longer an adequate return. The motto
of noblesse oblige had ceased to be deseriptive of the
French sei ;

And this restiveness of the humbler and untitled
clnsses, under the un domination of the
privileged orders, was quickened by the fact (which
may be reFu.rded as a historical discovery of ‘M. de
Tocqueville) that the French peasantry had be-
come freeholders, and that the landed property of
France had been minutely subdivided in their hands
miany years prior to the Revolution.. It has been
commonly sup that these were consequences
of the Revolution, but M. de Toequeville shows con-
clusively that they were its antecedents, and deserve
a'prominent place in the enumeration of its causes.

of the landed proprietors of France, as is proved by
a comparison of the tax returns under the law of
1790 with the rolls of the present holders. The
petty and vexatious levies of the nobility, under
this sta# of things, came home directly to the busi-
ness and bosoms of the peasantry, and what those
levies were, in kind and degree, may be gathered
from the following remarks of M. de Tocqueville :

“Picture to yourself s French peasant of the eigh-
teenth century, or, 1 might rather say, the peasant now
before your eyes, for the man is the same; his condi-
tion is altered, but not his character. Take him as he is
described in the documents I have quoted, so passion-
ately enamored of the soil that he will spend all his sav--
ings to purchase it, and to purchase it at any price. To
complete this purchase he must first pay a tax, not to the
Government, bat to other land-owners of the neighbor-
hood, as unconnected as himself with the administration
of public affairs, and hsrdly more influential than he
is. He it at last; his heart is buried in it.
with the seed he sows. This little nook of ground, which
is his own in this vast universe, fills him with pride and
independence. But, again, these neighbors call him from
his furrow, and compel him to come to work for them
without wages. He tries to defend his young crops from
their game ; again they prevent him. As he crosses the
river they wait for his passage to levy a toll. He finds
them at the market, where they sell him the right of
selling his own produce ; and when, on his return home,
he wants to vse the remainder of his wheat for his own

hands, and has grown under his eyes—he cannot touch
it till he has ground it at the mill and baked it at the bake-
house of these same men. A portion of the income of

property is paid away in quit-remts to them
can neither be extinguished nor

common to suppose that the prineiple of
has consolidated all civil power
in the hands of the Government at Paris was a
roduct of the French Revolution. This M. de
ocqueville shows to be an error, and points out,
in detail, the agencies by which this concentration
of power was gradually effeeted. Paramount among
these agencies was the ¢ King's Council,” which, of
ancient establishment, had impereeptibly assumed,
under the good pleasure of the King, the functions
of asecond providence for the whole of France.
This body;-it must be admitted, ordinarily acted
with modesty, and exhibited less of pretension than
it exercised of power, and in this way it possessed,
of itself, but little eclat, or, to speak more properly,
“was lost in the splendor of the throne with which
it was so closely connected.” So powerful that its
hand reached every thing in France, it was yet at
the same time so obscure that it has almost escaped
the notice of history.
And if the entire administration of the country
was directed by this unique body, the executive
discharge of internal affairs was confided to the
hands of a single agent, the Controller-General,
and what the Controller- General was for all France
the Intendent was for each department, who had
beneath him, in each canton, a functionary, re-
movable at pleasure, named the Sub-Delegate.
Thus it was that civil life gradually died out in
the members of the body politic and became wholly
concentrated in the head. Even the guardianship
of the public peace was undertaken, throughout the
whole State, by the Maré-Chaussée, or mounted
police of the Government, which, like the Santa
Hermandad of Spain, was dispersed over the whole
kingdom in 1 detachments. “ So completely,”
says M. de Tocqueville, ““ had the Government al-
ready changed its duty as a sovereign into that of a
guardian.”

“The towns of France at this period could neither
establish an octroi on articles of consumption, nor levy a
rate, nor mortgage, nor sell, nor sue, nor farm their pro-
perty, nor administer that pro , mor even employ
their own lus revenues, without the intervention of
an Order in Council, made om the rerort of the Inten-
dant. All their public works were executed in confor-
mity to plans eptimates approved by the Couneil.
These works were nlgndged to contractors before the
Intendant or his Sub-delegates, and were generally en-
trusted to the engineers or architects of the State. These
facts will doubtless excite the surprise of those who sup-
posed thai the whole present condition of France is s
novelty.”

The Govermental machinery of France in the
latter days of the ancien régime may therefore be
summed up as follows : A peculiar and anomalous
bod&,nphoed in the centre of the realm and subject
to the will of the King, which regulates the public
administration of the whole country; a minister
who directs nearly all the domestic affairs of the
State; in each province a single agent who attends
to the details of the system ; while of secondary ad-
miniatntin&m ol:' bodies which can act
without authority the governing power at
Paris, there are none. What is this, jlfstly asks M.
de Tocqueville, if it is not. the cENTRALIZATION
which we now observe in France 7 :

Meanwhile France had become, of all Europe,
the country in which there was the simi-

larity, in point of intelligence, between the nobles
and the more educated of the untitled classes. The
former no monopolized either the land or the
intellect of the nation. The e had be-

come a moral power in the State, though its place
was not recognised in soci the grand seigneur,
in whom the pﬂdeofm::’:ayemdon! to rise as
1 his political signi became less and less. The
effect of this ill-assorted combination is traced by

-

M. de Tocqueville in the following historical re-
flections : !
** The real secret of the stanch attschment of the mid-

out of their
certain pro-

¥ because
e others be-
ppened, it is said,

keep
. In
ected by ome

they were not d oble enough, by

cauge they were too moble.
u'uaoelehm d Lavoisier.
* The presented a very ‘similar spectacle.
They were as widely distinot from the people as the no-

bles from them.

* Nearly the whole middle class under the old regime
lived in the Two causes had produced this result :
llu&rivllegs of men of rank and the (aille. Seigniors
regiding on their estates ecould afford to be good-natured
and pa to the peasantry, but they were insolent
to a degree to their neighbors of a higher rank. And
the more political power they lost the more proud and
warb:nin?‘ they e. No; ::uld i:h be otherwise ;

when they were ‘siri of their authority they no
I gcrmde{itnmni]f&? in the business of
government, while, on the other hand, they tried to con-
sole themselves for the sacrifice of substantial authority
by an immoderate abuse of its outward semblance. Their
absence &nmmﬂdr el wg e;uher h.]:o:nw in-
ef to n ; absentee--
advantage, and privileges exer-
conly the more intolerable.” * * *
of the ancien regime was the division
of the people into classes. Its subsequent policy followed
a8 a matter of course ; for when the wealthy and enlight-
ened portion of & people are debarred from combination
for public purposes, self-government becomes impossible
and tyranny becomes a necessity. .

“ Turgot, in & secret report to the King, observes sad-

ly: *The nation is composed of several disunited class-
es and a divided people; hence no one takes thought for
any thing but his own private interest. Public spirit is
a thing unknown. Villages and cities have no mutual re-
lations with each other, nor have the counties (arrondisse-
ments) in which they are situate. They are even unable
to come to an understanding for the repair of the com-
mon ronds. An incessant warfare is carried on' between
rival claims and pretensions ; the decision is invariably
referred to your majesty or your servants. An order
from you is required hefore people will pay taxes, or
respect the rights of their neighbors, or even exercise
their own.”
‘It was no slight task to reunite people who had been
strangers to each other or foes for so many centuries.
It was very difficult to teach them to come to an under-
standing for the transaction of their common business.
Division was a comparatively easy achievement. We have
furnished the world with a memorable illustration of the
difficulty of the reverse process. When, sixty years ago,
the various classes into which Fremch society was divid-
ed were suddenly brought together, after a separation of
several centuries, their only points of contact were their
old sores—they only met to tear each other in pieces.
Their rival jealousies and hatreds survive to this day.”

In spite of the progress of civilization the condi-
tion of the French peasant had become less respect-
able and less comfortable than it was in the 13th
century. Nay, it was the very progress of civiliza-
tion which had rendered him more acutely sensible
to the exactions and privations to which he was
condemned by the presence of the noblesse.

France, moreover, was all the while daily becom-
ing a country in which the power of the pen was
more and more ised. Men of letters, it is
true, took little or no direct part in the civil admin-
istration, but they occupied themselves perpetually
with the conception and development of political
theories. The systems  propounded by these wri-

ters, as w as philosophical, differ widely
in their d bat find a point of common depar-
ture and contact in the fact that all alike propose to
substitute, in lieu of the complicated and traditional
usages or institutes of the past, rules of ecivil duty
which shall be elementary and simple, because
founded on reason and natural law. Pure ideas

pequeville S
It was not chance which led the phi

philosophers of the
eighteenth century to advocate principles so opposed to
those on which society rested in their day. They were

by the spectacle they had before
them constantly in view a host of absurd

| and ridieulous privileges, whose burden increased daily,

while their origin was growing more and more indistinet.
Hence they were driven toward notions of natural equal-
ity. They beheld as many irregular and strange old in-
stitutions, all hopelessly jarring together and unsuited
to the time, but g to life long after their virtue
had departed ; and they naturally felt disgusted with all
that was ancient and traditional, and—each taking his
own reason for his guide—they sought to rebuild society
on some wholly new plan. i

“ These writers were naturally tempted to indulge un-
reservedly in abstract and genersl theories of govern-
ment. They had no practical acquaintance with the sub-
ject ; their ardors were undamped by actual experience ;
they knew of no existing facts which stood in the way of
desirable reforms; they were ignorant of the dangers in-
separable from the most mecessary revolutions, and
dreamed of none. There being no approach toward po-
litical liberty, the business of government was not only
ill understood, it was not understood at all. Having no
share in it themselves, and seeing nothing that was done
by those who had, these writers lacked the superficial
education which the habit of political freedom imparts
even to those who take no part in politics. They were
hence bolder in their projects of innovation, fonder of
theory and system, more prone to despise the teachings
of antiquity and to rely on individual reason than is usu-
ally the case with speculative writers on polities.

*Ignorance of the same kind insured their success
among the masses. If the French people had still parti-
cipated in the gevernment by means of States-General, if
they had still taken part in the administration of the
public business in Provincial Assemblies, it is certain that
they would have received the lucubrations of these au-
thors with more coolness—their business habits would
have get them on their guard against pure theory. :

“ Had they seen & possibility of changing the spjnt
without wholly destroying the form of their eld institu-
tions, 8s the English did, they might have been reluctant
to adventure upon absolute novelties ; but there was not
a man whose fortune, or whose comfort, or whose person,
or whose pride was not daily interfered with by some old
law, or old institution, or old decayed authority, and
each grievance seemed altogether incurable
short of the tolal destruction of the constitution of the
country.

“We had, however, saved one right from the general
wreck—that was the right of philosophising freely on
the origin of society, on the natural principles of gov-
ernment, and the primitive rights of msa.

“A rage for this political literature seized all who
were inconvenienced by the legislation of the day, in-
cluding many who were utunll{ but little prone to in-
dulge El ‘abstract sy ions. Tax-payers, wronged by
the unjust distri of the taille, warmed over the
principle of the natural equality of man. Farmers,
whose harvests were spoiled by rabbits kept by their no-
ble neighbors, rejoiced to hear that reason repudiated sll
privileges without exception. Popular passions thus dis-
guised themselves in a philosophic garb ; political aspi-
rations were forcibly driven into a literary channel, and
men of letters, taking the direction of public opinion,

tem eccupied the position whichin free countries
belongs to plﬂ& leaders.
“« Nor could their claim to that place be disputed. A

vigorous will not only conduet public busi-
ness, but will make public opinion, and give the key-
note to suthors, and suthority to prineiples; but these
prerogatives had passed away from the French nobility
m before the eighteenth century ; they had lost mwar

credit together. The place they had occupied in
the public mind was vacant, and no one could gainsay
the authors for seiring upon it.

“ The aristocracy rather favored than impeded their
usurpation. Forgetting that established theories, sooner
or later, inevitably become political passions, and find
expression in acts, they made no objection to the discus-

private rights, and even of their existence. They oon-
sidered them ious exercises for the mind,-amused
themselves by part in them, and peacefully enjoy-

ed their immunities and privil while they serenely
disebursed on the absurdity of all existing customs.”
To such an estent was this philosophic insou-
cience pushed that the nobles and the rulers of the
State talked aloud in the presence of th_e.peogla, as
though the people themselves were deaf and dumb.
It was common for the upp mdolm- to discuss ]
ilosophically of course, the injustice an
ﬂmmbieﬁéa_a of class distinetions. It Was com-
mon'for civil officers to expose and lament, in pub-

dle classes of England to their sristocracy did mot lie in

| out

| from
| was
'| Duchatelet, in whom, aecording to the wellknown
| story of

sion‘of dootrines that were wholly subversive of their J

where it is possible for the former to '

ric questions, in politics as in any thing else, with-
S goaceat bisty st S 1 Fenneo,
to w"ﬁm"‘“”mmm us Roenseof Madsme

that philosophical and Voltarian dame, the
instinct of cfaas had so far gét the advantage of
the instinct of modesty, that she was wont to un-
dress before her valets-de-chambre, it never having
occurred to that high and aristocratic lady that
lackeys could possibly be men, A.ntl thus it eame
to pass that the very attempts which the Govern-
‘ment sometimes honestly made to relieve the people
became tives to rebellion. Take, as a single
illustration, the following sample of a Government
paper and proclamation : )

¢ When the King endeavored to abolish corvéds thir-
teen years before the Revolution he stated in the pream-
ble of the ordinance, ¢ With the exception of a few pro-
vinces, (pays d’états,) nearly sll the roads of the king-
dom have been made gratuitonsly b thlﬁcmwtpoﬂmn
of our subjects. The whole burden gu fallen upon those
who have no property but their labor, and whose inte-
rest in the roads is very slender; the land-owners, who
are really interested in the matter—for their property
incresses in value in ortion to the improvement in
the roads—are privileged exempts. By compelling ths
poor to keep the roads in ir, to give their time and
Lt;]mal:rbor for mothing, we have deprived them :fi their
only safeguard against poverty and hunger, in order to
make them toil for the bl;neﬂtif the riehg'or

‘ When an effort was made, at the same time, to re-
move the restraints which the system of industrial cor-
pqnﬁons imposed on workmen, it was proclaimed in the
King’s name that *the right to labor is the most sacred of
all properties ; that any law which infringes that right is
essentially nnll and void, s being inconsistent with na-
tural right; that the existin g corporations are, more-
over, abnormal and tyrannicsl institutions, the product
of selfishness, cupidity, and violence.’ Such expressions
were perilous indeed ; but it was more dangerous still to
utter them in vain. A few months later corporations and
corvées were re-established.”

It was thus that the Goy
ing 2 spirit of revolt; even w t to intro-
duce ameliorations and ‘reforms into t.uhg: public ad-
ministration. And it must be agknowledged, be-
sides, that the Kings who immediately preceded the
Revolution were themselves the first to set the ex-
ample of disrespect and disregard for established
institutions. Louis XV. shook the monarchy as
much by his innovations as by his vices ; as much
by his energy as by his effeminacy. When the
people saw that ancient Parliament abolished which
had been almost contemporary with royalty in
France, they began vaguely to presage the dawn of
an era in which naught that was ancient should be
deemed respectable, and naught that was new be
considered imprudent. And so, too, Louis XVI,
during the period of his rule, was constantly talk-
ing of “reforms” to be intfoduced, while many of
the changes that were actually inaugurated in the
name of reform served little more than rudely to
interrupt ancient and respected usages, or do vio-
lence to rights of long establishment and recog-
nition in the community. And so, while the form
of government remained nominally the same in
France, the greater part of those secondary laws
which regulate the condition of persons and the ad-
ministration of affairs had been gradually modified
or abolished uader a system of political change,
countenanced by royalty itself. The Monarchy it
was which taught the Revolutionist®a part of their
rash political philosophy. The latter only enlarged
upon the example of the former.

Such are some of the leading facts from which
the great Revolution spontaneously sprang in 1789,
and such is a condensed outline of the very valuable
researches of M. de Toequeville in this domain of his-
tory—researches which, while they have the charm,
in part, of a new discovery, bear also the self-witness-
ing seal of ﬁ—uth In the present work he conducts
us only to the threshold of the Revolution, reserving
for another oceasion the consideration of the Revo-
lution in itself, which will prepare the way for pro-
nouncing at a later day a formal and final judgment
on the society which has sprung from its bosom.
We quote, in conclusion, the final paragraphs of this
instructive volume :

‘“The Revolution will ever remain in darkness to those
who do not look beyond it ; it can be comprehended only
by the light of the ages which preceded it. Without a
clear view of soeiety in the olden time, of its laws, its
faults, ita prejudices, its suffering, its greatness, it is im-
possible to understand the conduect of the French during

ment aided in excit-

of its history. Did there ever appear on the earth an-
other nation so fertile in contrasts, so extreme in its aots—
more under the dominion of feeling, less ruled By princi-

ple; always better or worse than was antici
below the level of humanity, now far above; a people 8o
unchangeable in its leading features that it may be recog-
nised by portraits drawn two or three thousand years
ago, and yet so fickle in its daily opinions and tastes that
it becomes at last a mystery to itself, and iz as much as-
tonished as strangers at the sight of what it has done;
naturally fond of home and routine, yet, once driven
forth and forced to adopt new customs, ready to carry
principles to any lengths and to dare any thing; indo-
cile by disposition, but better pleased with the arbitrary
and even violent rule of a sovereign than with a free and
regular government under its chief citizens ; now fixed in
hostility to subjection of any kind, now so passionately
wedded to servitude that nations made to serve cannot
vie withit; led by a thread so long as no word of resist-
ance is spoken, wholly ungovernable when the standard
of revolt has been raised—thus always deceiving its mas-
ters, who fear it too much or too little; never so free that
it cannot be subjugated, nor so kept down that it eannot
break the yoke; qualified for every pursuit, but excel-
ling in nothing but war ; more prone to worship ehance,
force, success, eclat, noise, than real glory; emdowed
with more heroism than virtue, more geniws than com-
mon sense ; better adapted for the conception of grand
designs than the accomplishment of great enterprises;
the most brilliant and the most dangerous nation of Eu-
Tope, and the one that is surest to inspire admiration, ha-
tred, terror, or pity, but never indifference ?

 No nation but such a one as this could give birth toa
revolution so sudden, so radieal, so impetuous in its
course, and yet so full of missfeps, contradictory faets,
and conflicting examples. The French could not have
done it but for the reasons I have alleged ; but, it must be
admitted, even these reasons would not suffice to explain
such a revolution in any country but France.”
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Post Office Department, Sept. 30, 1857.
ROPOSALS for carrying the mails .of the United States
from lst December, 1857, to 30th June, 1859, on the
following routes in the State of Florida, and in the manner
herein specified, will be received at the Contract Office of the

Post Office Department, in the city of Washington, until &

P. M. of the 15th November, 1857, to be decided on the fol-

lowing day :

6875 From Prescott’s Store, (on the line of the Florida rail-
road,) by Fort Harlee, Gainesville, and Hluan?-
Py, to Ocala and back, three times a week, in
four-horse conches.

Bidders will staté the distance, name other intermediate
offices, if any, and propose a schedule of depar-
tures and arrivals, making close connexions
with the railroad.

65768 From Prescott’s Store, (on the line of the Florida rail-
rcad,) by New River and St. Louis, to New-
pansville, 35 miles and back, three times a week,
in four-horse coaches. ;

Bidders will propose a schedule of departures and arri-
vals, making close connexions with the railroad.

6877 From Prescott's Storo (on the line of the Florida rail-

© road) to Middleburg, 13 miles and back, twice s
week, in two-horee coach.

Bidders will propose a schedule of departures and arri-"

vals, ing close eonnexdiuns w;t.h tt?e laﬂl‘ﬂ!d.
oposal, tee, and certificate ; also, in-

For forms of propos s'll-ﬂ-ﬂnh Ar S the canticity,

trueti and requir tg to’
::e &dv&rﬁssm::gof Janusry 12, 1855, in pamphlet form, at
the principal post offices. A. V. BROWN,
oct 5—lawdw Postmaster General.

LAW SCHOOL OF THE UNIVERSITY
At € Mass.
The Instructors in this School are—
Hon. Joru Parxer, LL.D., Royall Professor.
H::. THEROPHILUS linuon’, LL.D., Dane Professor.
Hon. Exony Wasasury, LL.D., University Professor.

HE course of instruction embraces the various branches
of the Common Law ; and of Equity; Admiralty; Com-
mereinl, Internatienal, and Constitutional Law; and the
dence of the United Btates. The Law Library con-
sists of about 14,000 volumes, and as new works appear they
are added, and every effort is made to render it complete.
Instryetion is n by oral lectures and expositions, (and
by recitations and examinations in eonnexion with them,) of
which there are ten every wesk. Two moot courts are also
holden in each week, at each of which a cause, previously
four students, and an on’ deliv-
truetor. Rooms and other faeilities

o Bchool in any stage of their pro-
fessional studies or mercantile pursuits, and at the commence-
ment of either term or in the middle or other part of a term,

are at to elect what studies they will
mmbﬁh‘ to]::g?ﬁ-w of their own wants mm
The academical year, which commences Thursday, six

‘continent.

| Norway and Sweden can prevent that kingdom fall-

progress of “gelf-educatin

speech at Manchester

degree
by him upon similar occasions in years gone by.

the memkers.
If England can justly boast of her educational
rogress she must also nﬂymit ¢ great facts" to quali-
that ing. Mormonism in England is a
“great fact.”” We take the following from a pro-
vincial weekly paper :
«Tn spite of the absurdity, and falsehood, and not a
little depravity, by which it is overlaid ; in spite of every
thing that faith, reason, and sentiment can say against
it, Mormonism is making more way at present, winning
more than any sect in existence. Opposition
to it appears only to add to its strange power. Routed
and driven from one spot of the earth. and apparently
overthrown, it reappears with multiplied resources at
another. The prospect of persecution serves to draw to
it new votaries. Notwithstanding the known determi-
nation of the United States Government to break up its
stronghold at the Great Balt Lake, a steady tide of emi-
gration sets towards the doomed city. (n Sunday and
Monday evenings last week meetings were held in Lon-
don, at which the Mormon doctrines were elucidated
with illustrations 8o senseless, lndicrous, and disgusting
that if they had not been addressed to the very lowest
olass of intelligences the proceedings would have besn
enough to give a deathblow to Mormonism. But not the
faintest expression of dissent was raised, and we should
not feel surprised io hear that many converts were made
on the spot at both meetings. A melancholy conclusion
is deducible from these successes of Mormonism: it is,
that immense mumbers of our population are so little
able to take care of themselves ihgt they wander even tor
certain destruction, epiritual and temporal; destruction
of mind, body, and goods, in the doomed city of Utah.”
The “ British Association,” which may be justly
regarded as the British Parliament of Science, has
just closed its annual session, which was this year
held at Dublin. This institution is entitled to great
respect ; there may be a little trifling here and
there, and occasionally a little vanity exhibited, but
much real substantial good has been done by these
meetings,
Professor ARCHER, in his report on the imports
of Liverpool, presented to the British Institution at
its late meeting, proves that natural science has al-
ready been too much neglected at Liverpool. He
states “ that natural substances of the greatest in-
trinsic mercantile value are almost daily brought
into Liverpool, cast aside, and lost to science and
to industry. They are placed in the hands of bro-
kers, who, if they are without special information
as to their commercial value, having none of their
own, reject these articles as useless, and in all pro-
bability they are never heard of again.” This fact
alone thus established is a sufficient proof that the
British Institution does not labor in vain. These
are days when no nation, especially England, ean
afford to lose the rich treasures which commerce
brings from foreign lands. Had gwtta-percha been
thus thrown aside, how could the submarine elec-
tric telegraph have been constructed? Manchester
cries aloud for more cotton : is cotton the only tex-
tile material to be gathered from the vegetable
world? The paper-makers also want materials, and
many new ones have been introduced from the
mu, but they have been found too valuable to
e paper of, and have gone to supply the inss-
tiable requirements of the loom. Mr. G. EMwus-
SON expressed a wish before the association that
some most important remarks made by Dr. Lax-
KESTER, on the annual loss odeasioned 1o the coun-
try through ignorance, should be put into the form
of a letter and circulated in the United States as
well as in England, as he was sure that great an-
nual loss was the result of a want of knodledge of
the elements of natural science. A very curious
paper was read by Professor Loosis on the elec-
trical phenomena of the United States, especially
that portion of it in which he referred to the start-
ling phenomena produced in the houses of New
York in the winter season, when they

heated by
and the icity is o abundant that you have
ul'{hahlﬂe across the fioor of & room covered
with a tolerably thick woollen carpet to convert
your body into an electrophorus or electrical ma-
chine, so that you cannot touch a piece of metal
without experiencing a sharp shock of electricity.
But we must turn from the fair fields of nature
and science to that which, we fear, is at present en-
prossing the attention of a great majority of man-
kind—the fields of political strife and deadly war-
fare. And first we would observe that if there be
one guarter of Europe which more than another is
liable to war at this time it is the great Baltic ter-
ritory, which is divided into two independent but
secondary kingdoms—Sweden and Denmark. These
are separately States of inferior rank, not very cor-
dial in their feelings towards each other, and both
disturbed by the claims of Russia. For a consider-
able time the Scandinavian populations have been
fostering an idea which, if successfully developed,
would open the vast water-way of the Baltic to com-
merce and shut out the Russians from the avenues
of the German Ocean; we mean the consolidation
of Sweden, Norway, and Denmark under one Gov-
ernment. They are inhabited by races of one blood
and generally of one faith—the Puritans of the
This union would create a Lutheran
nation of six millions of souls, with an army of
215,000 men and a navy numbering 15 sail of the
line, 14 frigates, and 420 smaller armed vessels—
a liberal State, identified in feelings and interests,
and to a certain extent in race, with Great Britain,
a counterpoise to Germany and Russia, and a cen-
tre of action for all the aspiring nationalities of the
continent. Public opinion in this country will, we
believe, warmly approve of the project when it has
been sufficiently explained ; since it would greatly
extend the northern trade of England, secure this
country from the naval advances of Russia, and lay
open the Finnish frontier to industrial activity.
There is a special reason at present for referring to
this magnificent plan of national organization, and
that is the failure in health of the reigning King of
Sweden. His physicians speak against all chance
of his recovery ; and the probability is that, accord-
ing to the f):;ision of the Swedish Constitution,
the Crown Prince of Sweden, at present Viceroy of
Norway, will be before long raised to the position
of Regent of Sweden. This prince is highly popu-
lar in Sweden, and deeply and warmly interested
in the union of the Scandinavian States and friend-
ly to reform and progress. He is held to possess
an active and vigorous mind, and to be well quali-
fied to combat the intrigues of the German Powers,
and to aid in saving the Danish throne from the
designs of Russia. %I'he hand of the Cazar is, how-
ever, already upon the sceptre of Denmark. The
succession of the reigning family in Denmark is
likely to terminate abruptly, and Alexander IL
stands in fearful proximity to the Danish throne.
Probably nothing but the union of Denmark with

ing into the position of an appanage to the micht

possessions of the Czar. A gri]i;:%:ary st.epmt;gthii
end is the abandoning all claim to the Duchy of
Holstein as part of the kingdom of Denmark, and
the restoration of it as an independent member of
the Germanic Confederation ; for it is through this
Duchy that Russia derives her pretensions ta the
Crown of Denmark. The Holstelners hate the
Danes and the Danes hate the Russians; but, by
insisting upon an unnatural and ungenerous su-
premacy, Denmark sacrifices her own future rights
and may bind herself in dynastic fetters which,
when too late, she will learn fo abhor.  Austria and
Prussia, for onee, are found defending the true
policy of Europe. Separate Holstein from Den-
mark, and the Crars forfeit their artificial claim.
In due BOE“ 'theththmna will become vacant,
and then will arise the opportunity of erecting a
powerful Scandinavian State, hy unifing theméie-
dish, Norwegian, sad Danish kingdoms. 'jhis
question is one of the most importani that can be
submitted to the public opinton of England, and
may, at an mmenﬁebeme an object of Euro-
pesn negotiation. e future history of the world
perhaps hinges upon it, and its correct settlement
concerns the future well-being of all civilized na-

tions,
We hear by letters from Bombay that an experi-
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institutions” as to give
ial interest to every thing he says about them.
in a marked
the characteristics of the gpeechas delivered

amiliar and .almost conversational in tone, it was
full of excellent advice as to the management of
“gelf-educating societies” and the self-eulture of
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and its little clique, sympathize with
speak of the wonders itis working in sending

and munitions of war to theig, &Ileofge
friendly journals, however,

. LoNDoN, SEpTEMBER 23, 1857. ;

Lord BrouaHAM an exoellent tive 1 Madras
speech at Manchester upon his favorite subject, | for service in The loyalty of the Madras
“ the diffusion of useful kno . His lordship ‘azmm h?:pnthlmmm—
is still the Henry Brougham of old. Long connex- | & which it appears it was not .
ion has so identified him with the working and the | dent to subject the native troops of the y

Presidency. It is a significant fact that no Bom-
bay troops have yet been employed out of that Pre-
sidency. Thereisa opinion that the Ma-
dras army will stand the test ; it is very differently
com; from those of Bengal or Bombay. In
the 1852 the infantry consisted of
83,95% men; of these 12,700 were Mahometans,
26,986 Brahmins, and 27,840 Raj In the
Bombay infantry in the same of 25,938 men
1,920 were Mahometans, 6,928 Brahmins and Rasj-
poots, and 8,087 Mahrattas. In the Madras in-
fantry in the same of 44,191 men, there were
only 2,037 Brahmins and Raj and 452 Mah-
rattas, and though there were 15,790 Mahometans,
these were mixed up with 21,382 Gentoos of dif-
ferent low castes. us it is evident that the Ben-
gal and Bombay active armies have a much larger
proportion of the least loyal castes or races than the
Madras army. Much more depends upon the suc-
cess of this experiment and the loyalty of the Ma-

dras army than even the suppression of the present

mutiny ; if the impression, now very prevalent, be

correct that England can never more hold India by

the exclusive agency of European troops. If na-

tive soldiers are to be employed in great numbers,

where are they to be found #  If the Madras srmy

continue loyal, it alone will be the nucleus of the

new army, to be recruited from trustworthy sources,

Ghoorkas, Sikhs, Beels, Jats, &c. Insurrection is

still spreading eastward through Bengal.

The Univers continues to indulge itself in a va-
riety of freaks with the map of Kurope, and, after
bestowing Moroceo on Spain and Tunis and Tri

li on France, sweeps hereti
board. s
“ France,” it says, “did not perish
Canada, snd she has gained Algeria. 8
world and remained a nation. Eurepe will
for having planted Catholic society in Mexico, and will
soon see her engaged in other works; for Moroceo will
be Bpanish, as Algeria, Tunis, and Tripoli will be
French. - Who can say that the day will not dawn—and
every Frenchman ought to desire it—when France, the
elder sister of Catholie nations, queen of the Mediterra-
nean, and seated on the Alps and the ocean, shall resume
her dld motto, and, for the love of Christ, the liberator
of men, form plans as eupacious as the globe ! This is
not chimerical! God and France msy desire this resul,
and in that case the opposition of the Sidcle or Debats
would be of very little consequence. Every Catholic
nation would participate in this great work of genuine
conquest, and England would cut a very pitiful figure
even compared with Portugal. God permits nations to
repent ; but, if England does not repent her heresy, we
see no better fate in store for her than general eon-
tempt."

The Emperor of Russia is now at Berlin. The
series of speculations arising out of the approach-
ing interview of Napoleon and Alexander is not yet
exhausted. . The Paris correspondent of the Man-
chester Guardian says that the people of Paris
believe that at the conference a sort of remo-
delling the map of Europe will be decided upon

We are quite prepared to see some very important
ypments arise out of the Stutgardt conference.
In fact we do not think that the face of Earope has
locked so portentous, snd the circumstances of the
various nations within her boundaries been so indie-
ative of change for a long time as they are at
present. It is reported in Paris that the dimine-
tion of standing armics will be one of the principal
subjects of discussion between the two Emperors at
their meeting

. Caleutta papers to the Sth of August have been
received, and they exhibit rather 3 more cheering
view of the affairs of India than was deduced from
the telegraphic despatches reccived at the end of
last woek. It appears that General Havevock’s
retreat was temporary, and that having left his sick
and wounded at Cawnpore, and reecived reinforce-
wents, he, on the 1st of August, resumed his march
towards Lucknow, expecting to reach that city on
the 8th. The rumor that the British had raised
the siege of Delhi is also contradicted. Lord Ei-
GIN is now the fruitful source of conjecture, and

i reporis are in circulation re-
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Pays says that he is about to be inted
will bo e o
ent.

Indis, and that
will be mﬂ:ﬂ.ﬂ-hﬁ 0y
asccounts say that Lord Elgin's voyage from Chins to
Caleutta was aself-im one, and undertaken with
an intention to consult with Lord Cauning respect-
ing the practicability of the following plan. Tt is
well known (at least it is now asserted) that many
of the Bengal regiments were disarmed, not because
they had shown decided symptoms of mutiny, but
4s a precautionary measure. It is now thought
that if these regiments were removed from the in-
fluence of evil example they would be found, as
heretofore, stanch and loyal. Lord Elgin has
therefore, on his own responsibility, after consult-
ing with General AsHBURNuAM, offered to Lord
Canning for service in India some of the Euro-
pean regiments in China, in exchange for native
Bengal troops ; reasoning, correetly we think, that
the disarmed Sepoys will be best kept out of mis-
chief by giving them military service. It is said
that at least a dozen disarmed Sepoy regiments
will be forthwith sent to China, and all additional
supplies of British soldiers intended for China will
be countermanded to India. It is certain that
10,000 additional troops will be dispatched from Eng«
land to India with all possiblespeed. This, if true,
is a bold move on the part of Lord Elgin, and it
will, of course, be estimated more by its sv-scess
than by any a priori prudence or judgment which
it may exhibit. It may be only a prowinent ru-
mor of the hour, but it is exciting much com-
ment and obtains general belief this vening.

It excites considersble surprise that whilst the
Moslem soldiery in British India should be acting
as though nothing less than the extirpation of the
Christians in that country would satisfy their
hatred, a directly opposite feeling has been Intely
exhibited in more than one Mahomedan country
For instance, the Shah of Persia has lutely plsced
his Mahomedan, Christian, and other subjects on &
level. And now we are told that the Bey of Tunis
has granted to his subjeets a constitution founded
upon the most liberal religious and politica! prin-
ciples.

Combinations among the workmen at Ghent snd
other cities in Belgium have come to light, and in the
former city the civic guard has been ordered to
be in readiness to take arms on ‘hearing the rappel’
either by night or by day. The garrison of Ghent
is confined to their barracks. Letters from Berlin
state considerable surprise that the Franch Ambas-
sador to the Court of Prussia has desi $é
officers and soldiers to send in their elatm’® for ¢
St. Helena medal.
The last week’s statement of the Bank of E» ag-
land shows a diminution of £272,800 in the sp scie
and bullion. The drain of bullion to the Ea 4 and
to the continent of Europe continues. U pwards
of a million sterling of gold has arrived jy Eng-
land during the week. This and the vo.ry doubtfal
state of affairs in India keep the priges of funded
and other securities low and busi,ess in the stock
exchange almost nominal. The.re is every prospect
that money will find full eruployment at extreme
rates of interest for some weeks to come. Finan-
cial advices are, however, more favorable from the
Continent, and there has been for some days moze
inquiry for American securities, although pe
without any very quotable advance in prices, *A
little really important good news from Indis would.
operate marvellously upon the money market.
Weare glad to find that the final winding up of tlee
accounts of the Great Handel Festival at the ¢
tal Palace prove that splendid affair to have beon
a profitable speculation—the nett profit being
£9,000, besides a oonsiderable amount of prope:
available for future occasions. Of this the Crystal
Palace takes £6,000, the Sacred Harmonie Society
£1,000, and the remaining £2,000 is invested as, a
guarantee fund for the Handel Centenary Festivel
m 1850. The entire receipts were £238,860, of
which upwards of £11,000 was received for the
ce of “ Israel in Egypt.”
SepreMBER 24 —There is very little news this
morning. The French papers find their principal sub-
ject of discussion in Indian outbreak’; and the
rench Government and people, and the
whole of the press, with the exception of the D

this country, and®

ment is being tried in India, the result of which is

tish power is seriously

now think that the Bri.
compromised in India. -




